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Driverless-Car Legislation Is Unsafe
at This Speed
Congress seeks to exempt autonomous vehicles from federal safety regulation. Not so fast.

Aug. 22, 2018 5�35 pm ET

By Ralph Nader

In my 1965 book, “Unsafe at Any Speed,” I strongly urged auto companies to accelerate their adoption
of proven lifesaving technologies. A year later, Congress authorized the Transportation Department
to issue mandatory safety standards. This federal program has prevented millions of fatalities and
injuries, and the auto industry has prospered.

Now, the situation is reversed. The autonomous vehicle, or self-driving car, industry is moving too
quickly in pending legislation to exempt itself from existing and needed regulations....

https://store.wsj.com/shop/US/US/wsjusafm0519/?inttrackingCode=aaqul1tp&icid=WSJ_ON_SPG_ACQ_NA&n2IKsaD9=n2IKsaD9&Pg9aWOPT=Pg9aWOPT&Cp5dKJWb=Cp5dKJWb&APCc9OU1=APCc9OU1&cx_campaign=WSJUSSpringNon19&mod=snippetButton
https://accounts.wsj.com/login?target=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wsj.com%2Farticles%2Fdriverless-car-legislation-is-unsafe-at-this-speed-1534973755
https://www.wsj.com/news/opinion?mod=breadcrumb
https://www.wsj.com/news/types/commentary-u-s?mod=breadcrumb
https://store.wsj.com/shop/US/US/wsjusafm0519/?inttrackingCode=aaqul1tp&icid=WSJ_ON_SPG_ACQ_NA&n2IKsaD9=n2IKsaD9&Pg9aWOPT=Pg9aWOPT&Cp5dKJWb=Cp5dKJWb&APCc9OU1=APCc9OU1&cx_campaign=WSJUSSpringNon19


9/25/2019 Driverless-Car Legislation Is Unsafe at This Speed - WSJ

https://www.wsj.com/articles/driverless-car-legislation-is-unsafe-at-this-speed-1534973755 2/2


