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THE CHAIRMAN: Chief Porter, we thank you for
your message and for your prayer in our language and the
poetic and beautiful way that you have given it to us.

MR. SKIDDERS: Good afternocon. iy name is
Brian Skidders and I work with the lohawk Council on
environment division and I have been asked by iir. Henry‘
Ligurs to relay his regrets for not being here. 'The
opportunity to help familiarize yburself and others of the
environmental problems facing Akwesasne residents daily
will be of yreat assistance to both personnel irom the
state as well as the Akwesasne to réalize tha clean safe
environment. Akwesasne environmental concern is a very

basic need te a healthy envxronment and 1 would just like

- bkt N

to mention to you today about some of the concerns that we
hévé, I guess I ﬁould just read this out to you. It would
be'easié:_far me.

| IlIi“s not without nental anquish that the
res;dents of’ the Akwesasne each spring bring to cill their
soil for anOther year ot garden;ng. - Questions like how bad
is thls soxl? Am I far enough away from the plants? Am I

60155 my chlldren ore harm than good by feeding them fron

‘this soil? All these quest;ons and more are asked by

re31dents edch spxlng aa'Lney beyin arnother plantiny

o

.| season.

‘%f_zu Lo




'

- o b W N

-]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

T 17

ig
19
20
21
a2
21
24

20

one of the other speakers oif the group. Thank you.

CHIEF PORTER: At this time, I would like to
séeak wiﬁh you, the delegates from the various departments
and government departments, and I speak wi%h you in your
own languaée g0 that you may understand the concerns of the
Mohawk people. A number of years agyo, tiie leadars vf Cthe
ifohawk people assembled and were informed of this Jathering
in this hearings in this investigation and they‘fhought
that it was way past due; that this should coae to the
féréfrbnt. and when they have heérd of this, they are the
ones who send this delegation here to join with you ko make
this discussion on the environmént because it is the most
important in our life.

I carry with me the yreetinys of our leaders,

the wmen leaders as well as the women leaders, and the

|people who hold no positions of government who are the free

people, the men and women and our young people, the
chilﬁien to the little tiny children, the bﬁbies in the
cradleboards, and I carry the words of all of these
different aye yroups of people of our nation, tie Kohawk
Nation.

They send their greetings aﬁd their best wisnes
to you, the leaders of ihe diirferent environmental

departments and government department, stzte and federal or




.-—’ -

S-S

1
Jd

r“

S Y 0 -~ n B W

21

whatever other leaders will be present, Aand they said when
you return from the hearinyg and this gathering, that you

should carry with you back to your government seats, to

~your' homes, to your wives and your family and your

children, the greétings of the leaders and people and the
children of the liohawk Nation goes back with you.

It is at this time that I want to sifer a
prayer., I guess you coulé say it's a praYer'in English,
but English is a very hard ianguage to interpret. Iﬁ ny
languaye, we call it (inuudible) and it is these words
vhich in English would probably be called a prayer before
any meeting of government, before any wmeeting of ‘a
ceremony, a religious gathering, before anytiing tnat is
important. It is these words that mu;t be said; And if I

interpret it into English in the most proper way it will

say (inaudible). (Inaudible) means in the front of,

{inaudible) means the issues‘arg matters of importance, the
thing'that is said before anythiné important is discussed,
and this is what I would like to address at this time.

At this time, tae people are yathered here and
the leaders are yathered Lhere and the Woen and everyone is
yathered. As we look about‘one another, it appears that we
seeh to bg in ygyood hgaith chysically, and "also aiwotionaily

there seems to be & certain amount of peace that all

= i e e
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retains in this gathering.

Why is it that way? . There is a reason for that
gyreat priviiege to meet each other yathered here today on
this very important day. We will give yreetings and
yratitude to one another's company as we are assembled
here. We are grateful for one another. |

The next is our creator make_thé earth in tae
peginniny of time, Beyond the memory of you and I, when
our yreat-yreat-grandtathers were first born.and given toe
breath of life, our creator &t that time.said the earthn
will be your mother. And the creator said to the deers and
to the animals and to the birds, tne earth willi be your
mother, too. And I have instructed the earth to yive Eood
and nourishment and mediciné and a qhénching of thirﬁtﬂt;"-r“
all life. And since the very beginning df iime, before the
nemory of you &hd I, Mother Earth has fulfilled that what
the creétor tolﬂ her. ' '

And so I uask that we the chiidren.gathereﬁ aere
today will bring our minds toyether as one and we will say
to our Hother Earth sPirit. we your children here thank you
since the beginning of time ror this opportunity tu live
and tor followiny fhefcreaﬁor's way. We the people .umbly
thank you today, iother Zarth.

It is anotner cthat our creator wmade the rivers
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and the streams and the rains and the oceans. And in tpe
beginning of time, beyond the memory of you and I, our
Creators spoke to the rivers and our creator made the
rivers not just an K20, but he made the rivers a living
entit&. ‘Aﬁd our creator spoke to the=r;vef and he said the

liississippi will be the great-yrandpa and the St. Lawrance

.will bhe the uncle and the other small streams will be the

cousins. And altogether, those rivers of Mother Tarch and
lakes will be the blood veins of our mother, our beautifﬁl
moﬁher. VWie must make sure tnat those are always clesaned s0
that there will not be a heart attack some day to our
mother.,

The creator told the river spirit he willi nove

!

o e — e

28 a siyn of life and so the Niagara Falls moved very
strongly, the St. Lawrence as well, looking ior all its
children, both bear, deer, illohawk, Engiish. French, Irish
and whatever else to qguench the thirst of7us. And when we
drink each cold glass of water, when our-throat is so dry,
there isn't a wore wonderful feeling of peace and
continualicy of our life and tranguility than wiaat that
Lresh cold ylass of water can do. Our creator make those
rivers and lakes and he said QheneVEr you're dry ang
thirsty, go there, any river, any stfuam, and it wiil

yuench. your thirst, for tuat is the way I make the world,
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* S0, I ask these fine human beings yathered here.
of many colﬁrs; many shapes, some tall, some sort, that we
in 6ur diversity will be one on these instanceé and we will
briné cur minds as one nind and we will say to the spirit

of the rivers and the streams and the lakes and the oceans

who guench our thirst, we thank you for this day and this

Life and life on behalf of our children we are'érateful.

It is . anotner wnat oﬁ: crestor did, our creator
nake the birds and of all the birds that he makéd, he chose
one would be the zayle and the eayle woulﬁ ily the highest
and he will be guardian spirit of our people.

And our cre&tor upon making us as a human being
in the beginning of the world @id nbt want us to become
lonely or bored with life; he did not want us to nasten ou;
departure of death since our birth in order that boiedom
will not set in, he gave the birds a uweeting and in the big
neetiny of all the birds, he gave eacﬁ one a song and a
tune and he ufdered the birds of all sizes everﬁ morning as
the new brother sun shines the dawn o¢f a new day, you will
beyin to sing your chorus and your orchestra and you will
éhépe tihe minds of the humans, the deers and the bear so

that tihey. will not basten to go und leave and die, taat

they will be joy and there will be pleasantness. - And every

norning. since. the beginning of time, the robin, the
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blackbird, the sparroﬁs, the pigeon, every one begins to
siny for your and I, Again.this morning, it was sc. That
is fhe creator's law.

To the spirit of the birds of the world, we the
human beings gather nere of one mind and we send piled up
high our gratitude in our yreetinys to all the birds'qf the
world £or your beautirul sony and the traﬁquility it brings
with each new day. We tie human beinys thaﬂk ¥you at this
time. We are grateful. - '

Qur creator maked the sun and he says the sun.
will be your .eldest brotmer. And in the beginning of the
world our creator told che sun, you Yhe sun will come avery
day tv the people. You wxll wake them up and you will
brlng & liyht to the ddrkness of Lhe;r world. You Hlll
start in the east and Yo Lo the west to the Mohawk, Creole,
Crow, te the Pacific Ocean. And our old brother suﬂ naver
stopped since the beginning of tine, -Jﬁst as faithful as
could be with commitment, truth and ﬂustfce, he has thned
that light and that energy so that our world will not turn
into & biock oif ice. Our olid brothér s5un gave uUs miracle
ayain today since many thousand of years. You and I are
the younger brothers and sisters of that old brother sun.
He is tihe eldest. Ile i$ our caretaker. He wWill watcn vs

and yive us strenytn.
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'the nations oi the world will be replenished. 'And so our

‘continuing to give birth to éur chiidren and perhaps or

gteat yrandchildren. Grandmothef-ﬁdhn, we your

26

So, I ask again in the most oldest tradition of
the western hemisphere that we bring our minds together as
one mind, we human beinygs yathered here today, and let us
pile'our gratitude and cur greetings high and let us
jointly together pick up that'big pile of gractitude and
greektinygs and let us throw it.to our old brother sun and
say thank you, oh brother son, for the miracle oflthis day
today.

It is another that.our creator made a nighttime
sun called our ygrandmother, the meon, whoe is the head woman
of all mothers oif the entire world, Our creator gave the
moon our yrandmother the power to regulate the birth of all
nations, when will the children be born by every woman,
red, white and yellow, and purple, if ybu iike, every 2§ h
and 20 days their blood will change and purify so that a

little tiny baby can f£ind a bed to start to grow so that

grandmother, the grandest of WUmén, continues hef job and
cur children are happy.

S0, let us bring our winds again grandchildren,
you and I, toyetner as one snd let us throw our graticude

and our greetings to our gyrandmother the moon for
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grandchildren thank you for the light of the past night.

It is ﬁow to our creaﬁor wiho made the entire
universe and he said to our people, the ilohawk Indian
péopie, that Mohawk numans, you are but a child in the
universe. The grandmother is older than you and more
poweriful than you. The old brother sun is clder than you
and more powerful than you. The Mississippi River is your
gJreztgrandifather and itne S5t. Lawrence is'your uncle, You
the people, the Mohawks, the Irish, the Engliss, the
Canadian, the American, the liohawk are only but Children in
the big family-of the universe. You must pave a reverence
and the great respect f{or your nother the earta, for y&ur
yrandmother thg moon, for your eldest brother the sun, and
if you ear do this simple-little ta;k, everytﬁing is atﬂﬂ_-
your fingertips ror you to live in peace. But you must
each déy say thank you to every gift that contribute to
your life and take only what you ﬁeed froﬁ déy to day and
your life, if you follow this pattern, will be like a
circle with no end. Your life will be everlasting as your
children will carxy on your flesh, your blood and your
heartbeyt.

And it is tnis prayer, ir you like to call ig,
whick is said before any important issue so that we will

remain connected as u humap'civilized paeople in the efforts
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of what the creator gave to us for our job on this planet
called Hothéer Earth. In this universe our first
instruction is that we must work endlesslyAwithodt tiring
for the sake of our children and our next children as that
is the purpose of.our birth on tﬁis planet is fo do
averything so that our children wiil have a chance. That
is the first law of our creator, and we need every single
thing that is in the environment to do that.

When we say environment tﬁ‘fhe Héhawk,.you are
actually sayiny God the creator, for every aspect is God's
doing. ‘And s¢ on behalf of our delegation, ﬁe_bring'these
words of prayer, these words of greetinés from our nation

to yours, from our leaders, our men leaders, women leaders,

our men and women and your children, so that we may do
something £ast. What the creator wants us to ﬂo is to
clean every river and every lake and evefy'area and'every
pﬁrf of liother ERarth's body and that;notithe_dollar sign be
an obstacle to that endeavor but that ‘our children, the
newborn ones, be our goal touorrow and tomorrow and the
nexit tomorrow. |

Our delegation, our technical people, they have
yone to some changes in the United States' finest
hniversity to learn about cechnical things; biology,

chemical ievels, toxins, something that is foreign to the
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tiohawk but something that w&1pad no cihoice 0; the matter,
and they will speak shortly as to what they have found and
to sone of théir recomuendations as my children and your
children need some help very badly. | _

I want to end my séﬁtiment 6f the wmessage of the
Hohawk people by & statement that one of our women nade
several years ayo, and I hope that you will take it as a
warning and as an advice for the beneifit of our
grandchildren. She said, Hr. President and world leaders
of the whole ﬁorld, when you have polluted the last river
and when you have caught the last tish and wihen vou aave
cut down the last itree, lir. President and worlad leadefs, it

is too bad that then and only then will you realize t{hat

BT s . . ]

you cannot eat all the money that's in the bank.

For the sake of your childfen and my children
and our great greqt—grandchildrén. I ask you now, honorable
men'ieaQEIS and people, scientists, biolbgistﬁ, we better
yet it togekher gquick., This is fhe nessage from cthe Hohawk
people.

And I thank you for this time and this
opportunity and I'dwlike that you listen to cur technical
yuung‘people whose philosophy alonyg with the technical
skiils learned from your country have combined it to try to

find a place, a safe place to put our feet. Thank you.




